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April 21, 1999
QOFFICE OF
AIR QUALITY PLANNING
AND STANDARDS

Ms. Courtney M. Price ', ) T T

Vice President, CHEMSTAR i o s %

Chemical Manufacturers Association Ketones Panel P PR 1

1300 Wilson Blvd. L

Arlington, VA 22209 EoA £ COCKET

Dear Ms. Price:

We have concluded an initial review of the Chemical Manufacturers Association (CMA)
Ketones Panel’s petition to delist methyl ethy! ketone from the list of hazardous air pollutants
(HAPs) contained under Section 112/b)(1) of the 1990 Clean Air Act (Act). Based on the
original petition and supplemental materials provided through August 31, 1998, the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) finds CMA’s perition to be complete and ready for the
technical review phase of the delisting process. (Hereafter, the term “petition” will refer to the
initial November 27, 1996 submittal and the supplemental materials as listed in enclosure 1.)

The EPA Administrator is rec uired under Section 112(b)(3)(A) of the Act to either grant
or deny a petition to delist z specific HAP within 18 months of its receipt. For the purpose of
CMA’s petition, we consider the star: of this 18 month time period 10 be August 31, 1998, the
date of the last submittal which completed the petition. As a next step, we will proceed 1o
publish a “Notice of Receipt of a Coraplete Petition” in the Federal Register and invite public
comment on the substance of the petition. Concurrent with public comment, we will initiate a
comprehensive technical review of the petition to determine whether it satisfies the requirements
of Section 112(b}(3)(C) of the Act. Qur review will include, as it comes available, any pertinent
information or data received from the public. '

If our final analysis supports the petition, we will publish in the Federal Register, prior to
the expiration of the 18 months time period, a notice of a proposed rule to modify the Section
112 (b)(1) HAPs list. The subsequent development of a final rule to delist methyl ethyl ketone
will be subject to the Agency’s standard regulatory development and review process and may
extend beyond the 18 months time period. If, however, the petition is denied, a Federal Register
notice that sets forth an explanation ¢f the reasons for the denial shall be published instead, A
notice of denial shall constitute a finz] Agency action, and is subject to judicial review as
provided in Section 307(b) of the Act.
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-We must complete our review expeditiously to meet the time constraint established by the
Act. However, it is possible that during this phase ofour review one or more substantive
technical issues will arise for which we might request further clarification. Should such a
situation occur, we will contact you, clescribe the issue, and provide an opportunity for CMA to
supply additional information or analysis.

If you have questions concerring this letter, please feel free to contact me at 919-541-
5572 or James B. White (Project Ma.nager) at 919-541-0842.

Sincerely,
Sally Z Shaver
Director

Emission Standards Division
Enclosures

cc:  Mr. William K. Rawson, Latham & Watkins
Timothy Backstrom (MC-2344)
Charles French (MD-13)
Karen M. Martin (MD-13)
Robert Perciasepe (MC-6101)
John Seitz (MD-10)
James White (MD-13)
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